
1 

 

1 
 

God’s Blueprint for Mankind 

  
Created Precious, now Fallen 

8th September 2019 

Genesis 1—3 

Preacher: Pastor Roy Summers 
  

  

Introduction   

  

Thomas Boston was a Christian who lived around 300 years ago in Scotland. He is probably best known for 

writing a book called Human Nature in its Fourfold State. The Bible teaches, argues Thomas, that from the 

moment of creation all the way to heaven, human beings have been found in one of four different natures or 

states: 

 

When Adam and Eve were created in the Garden of Eden they were perfect until they ate the forbidden fruit. 

Perfection was the first “state” or “condition.” 

  

After Adam and Eve were led astray by Satan, the serpent, an event recorded in Genesis chapter 3, the second 

state began, man became a fallen creature. Everyone in the world, right across history, except for Jesus Christ, 

inherited a fallen, a sinful nature from our first parents. This is the state of all humankind today. 

  

But God sent his Son and then his Spirit into the world to begin the wonderful process of reversing the Fall 

and restoring us to our original perfection. And this is the third state. Whenever someone comes to faith in 

Christ, God’s Spirit comes to live inside them: they are still fallen human beings, still sinners, but God’s grace 

works powerfully within them renewing them! 

  

Of course no believer makes it to perfection in this world, but one day, when Jesus returns in power, those 

who have believed in Jesus Christ will be given new bodies and live with God for ever in a new heavens and a 

new earth. This is the fourth state, and it will be more wonderful than the first! 

  

Did you know that heaven will be more wonderful than Eden? One reason is that in heaven we will not be 

able to sin. Adam and Eve could chose not to sin or chose to sin (and they tragically chose to sin), but in 

heaven we will not be able to sin and there will be no Satan to tempt us. A greater reason heaven will be 

better than Eden is because in heaven we will understand and experience some of the most glorious 

attributes of God which Adam and Eve in the Garden never experienced! Before they sinned, Adam and Eve 

never knew what Grace was! Grace is God pouring his goodness upon people who do not deserve it, people 
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who sinned against him.  Adam and Eve, in that first state, never experienced grace! But in heaven we will 

forever thank God for loving unworthy sinners and sending his Son to redeem us:  

  

“You are worthy (we will sing) to take the scroll and to open its seals,  

because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God  

people from every tribe and language and people and nation.” (Rev 5:9)  

  

Heaven, the final home of every believer will be more glorious than Eden! At the end of his life, a Christian 

man was taking each downward turn of his health so patiently and graciously that one his nurses 

affectionately said to him , “I’d love to take you home”, to which he replied “I’ve had a better offer!”  

   

Thomas Boston got it right: the Bible teaches these four different states of humanity, from the creation of 

Adam and Eve to the return of Jesus Christ, and we’ve begun with these because the first two help us to 

understand the subjects we’re preaching on over September.  We’re looking at some of the contentious issues 

of our day, such as, What is the purpose / boundaries  of sex? Are people created male and female or is 

gender fluid? Should there be a difference in role between men and women in marriage and the church? 

  

Brothers and sisters we have to speak about these difficult issues today, we can’t sweep them under the 

carpet. I was talking to another pastor of a church in Worcester on Friday and we asked each other what we 

were preaching on, and when I told him, he said “We’re doing something like that later this year!” I am not 

sure I want to preach on these matters, I would prefer more uplifting ones perhaps, but all western Christians 

must hear what the Bible teaches about these things because (a) There is massive drift on these matters going 

on not only in our culture, but in some parts of the church. We must fortify ourselves with truth! (b) These 

issues are fundamental; they all arise from Genesis 1-3 which are foundational chapters for the Gospel we 

love and believe. If we compromise here, we could lose the Gospel. (3) The truth of Jesus sets people free. We 

want to see people set free! The lies of Satan bind people in chains of error and darkness. 

  

“The biggest barrier to even considering Christianity today is its moral standard. Many people are no longer 

asking: Is Christianity true? They are asking: Why are Christians such bigots?  The challenges is to show them 

that in reality biblical morality expresses a higher view of creation and the body than secular morality does. It 

grants greater dignity and worth to the human being and is ultimately more fulfilling.” (Nancy Pearcy, Love 

Thy Body, 157) 

  

So for just the September Sunday mornings and home groups, we’re being equipped to know what the Bible 

teaches about these issues—for our church today, for ourselves and our families, and our witness to a lost 

world. These are “doctrine sermons”, designed to put steel into our doctrine spine, to strengthen us in our 

holy faith, we pray.  
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If we are to understand the Bible’s teaching on these issues, we must grasp Thomas Boston's—No, The 

Bible’s! - teaching about the first two states of mankind, the original state in which God made Adam and Eve 

and the fallen state in which we all find ourselves now. Here’s a sermon outline:  

  

(1) We have been created by God in a certain way (that’s Genesis 1-2) 

(2) We have all been messed up by The Fall (that’s Genesis 3) 

(3) We must take our cue for “what should be” from Genesis 1-2 not from “what now is”, Genesis 3.  

  

(1) We have been created by God in a certain way, that’s Genesis 1-2 

  

Genesis 1 and 2 tell us how God, the Almighty Creator of all things made us! That is the first truth to grasp this 

morning. (We’re not going to get side-tracked into the science questions—but focus on the more important 

teaching of these chapters). What is most astounding in Genesis 1 & 2 is how different God made us from 

everything else God created!  How unique, how wonderful, how special! 

  

And nothing stands out more than this: that we alone were created to know God, to have a relationship with 

Him. God doesn’t speak with the animals or the plants or the planets, but he does speak to Adam and Eve! 

That’s the greatest difference between us and the rest of creation! But for these sermons, we must observe 

three other features of human design: 

 

(a) We were created in the image of God. “Then God said, ‘let us make man in our image, in our likeness.’  

(1:26) “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them.” (1:27) There is something about human beings that is like God. We are not gods, but in some 

ways we are like God. The Hebrew word for “image” here could be used by a sculptor who was chiselling out a 

statue.  

 

On one of my walks, I go into the gardens of the Elgar Museum and sit next to a statue of the composer 

Edward Elgar, and sometimes I give him a pat on his head or shoulder because he’s hollow and makes a nice 

sound!  

  

But up until this day, I have never talked to the statue, or imagined that I was sitting next to the great man 

himself! No, that statue is a faint image of Elgar; not the man himself. The real Enigma Variations man was 

infinitely more than brass will ever reveal; and yet the image does reveal something of the man.  

  

In the same way, while we are not gods, we do bear a likeness to God. For example, we have added to our 

bodies, an invisible spirit or soul, as God does. When God made Adam out of the ground, he breathed into him 

the breath of life and we read in 2:7, “the man became a living being.” We have invisible and eternal souls. 

We have an understanding of right and wrong as God does, hence our consciences. We have creativity, just as 

God does. There are about 9 million different species of living things on the earth, why not just 9 or 90 or 900 
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perhaps, or if you want to be really out there, 9000? Why 9,000,000!  When I was on holiday this year a blue 

butterfly flew into the house. I got out a book to find out what it was; there are so many different kinds of 

blue butterfly, and I thought I’d worked out that it was the Adonis Blue, but then I looked more closely it had 

some extra spots on it, it was the Spotted Adonis Blue! What amazing creativity in the Lord God Almighty! 

  

Animals have limited creativity, guided as they are by instinct, but you and I have vast and restless creativity 

and curiosity to boot for, “The eye never has enough of seeing and the ear never has enough of hearing.” 

(Eccles 1:8)  

  

We have dominion over nature, just as God has authority over the universe. God gave to mankind dominion 

over nature, Genesis 1:28. We could—at least in theory— capture and tame and rule over any animal on the 

face of the earth (though you’d need a rather big tank for a blue whale!).  

 

You and I are made in the image of God, we are special, precious.  The world is telling us that we are just 

another species of animal; no, we rise way above the animals. Do you remember how Jesus put it in Matthew 

6 when he was telling us not to worry? “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store in barns, 

and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” (Matthew 6:26) 

  

Is there something that worries you? Don’t worry, because the God who cares for his lower creatures, will 

much more care for you, his greater creature!    

 

(b) We were created male and female. Secondly, we were created male and female: “male and female he 

created them…” (1:27) There is “male” and “female” in the animal kingdom because God commands them to 

be “fruitful and increase in number” (1:22), but this aspect of their makeup is not highlighted, However, when 

it comes to human beings, God spells out gender, especially in chapter 2, where Eve is made for Adam and out 

of Adam and given to Adam. More in two weeks’ time! 

 

 (c) We are created heterosexual. A third truth we learn about how we were made from Genesis 1-2 is this: 

that God created us to be heterosexual. God put a man and a woman in the garden of Eden, not a man and a 

man, or a woman and a woman.  More in three weeks’ time, God-willing! 

  

So God has made us in a particular way teaches Genesis 1-2: in his image, male and female, and heterosexual. 

But then we must say, immediately…. 

 

 (2) We have all been messed up by The Fall, that’s Genesis 3 

  

...you and I no longer live in the pristine Garden of Eden, we don’t live in Genesis 1 and 2. Today we live in 

Genesis 3, after the Fall of Mankind, after Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate the forbidden fruit. We live in 

the world that has been marred and corrupted by disobedience and sin; the Fall which damaged man’s 
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relationship with God—Adam and Eve began to hide from God. The Fall which damaged Adam and Eve's 

relationship with each other— Adam blames Eve and strife between husband and wife breaks out. The Fall 

which damaged Adam and Eve’s relationship with nature, thorns and thistles block Adam’s work and pain 

blights childbirth. Even their inner relationship with themselves is damaged as they, for the first time ever, 

feel shame about their bodies.  

  

How sad, how very sad! And those unique characteristics about mankind’s creation we mentioned earlier 

were all affected.   

  

The Fall has marred the image of God! That wonderful likeness unto God has been marred, spoiled, stained, 

tarnished, scarred. We no longer resemble God in the same way we use to.  The image of God has not been 

erased altogether because in Genesis 9, God says: “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood 

be shed’ for in the image of God had God made man.” (9:6) This is why all human life is precious. But the 

image of God in us has been marred by sin. 

  

The Fall has confused gender in a few people. While God created us male and female, the fall has confused 

gender. I do not have a chapter and verse for this statement, but I informed from the book of nature, that 

some babies, a very small proportion of the population, are born intersex; when they are born, their gender is 

uncertain. And there may be other folk who as they grow up, for one reason or another, find themselves 

uncomfortable with the body God has given to them.  None of this should surprise us because the Fall has 

messed us all up in one way or another.  

 

The Fall has messed up human sexuality. Third place, the Fall of mankind has messed us all up, sexually. 

“Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realised they were naked, so they sewed fig leaves 

together and made coverings for themselves.” (Genesis 3:7) In some people, this sexual distortion is exhibited 

in lust, while in others, the distortion is revealed in same-sex attraction. Whatever the twist: human sexuality 

has been marred by the fall.  

  

You and I are not now how God has made us to be—none of us! The Fall of Adam and Eve, has scarred us all in 

one way or another, and that is why God the Father sent his Son into the world, to redeem us and restore us 

little by little into the likeness of his Son and to  complete that transformation fully in heaven when we will 

have new bodies! 

  

And now for the most important thing to say this morning, before we close. Because we now live in a fallen 

world, not the pristine Garden of Eden, because we live in a world where the image of God is marred, gender 

might be confused and sexuality is certainly messed up…  
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(3) …we must take our cue for “what should be” from Genesis 1-2 not from “what now is”, Genesis 3.  

  

We can’t look at the world around us and say “Well since this is the way it is, therefore this must be the way it 

should be!” because the world around us is fallen. We can’t say “I was born that way so it must be OK!”, 

because we are fallen.  

 

Suppose we had never seen an airplane in our lives but one day we stumbled across an airplane graveyard.  

Every airplane we look at is in some way damaged—an engine missing here or a wing missing there. Suppose 

we now form our opinion of airplanes from those broken airplanes: Would we come up with a true 

conception of what an airplane should be like? No! Our idea of an airplane would be wrong! We’d be saying 

things like “an airplane has no tailfin” or “an airplane has only one engine.” What we really need is a trip to a 

Boeing or Airbus factory and look at a brand-new airplane to find out what a true plane should be like. In the 

same way, we can’t look around us at the world of fallen men and women, the world of Genesis 3, and say 

“well that’s the way people are, so that’s the way people should be.” We have to take a trip to Eden, back to 

Genesis 1-2, to find the way things should be. Again and again in the NT the writers go back to Genesis 1-2, as 

we will see in the weeks to come, copying Jesus, their Master. In his day divorce was just too easy, as it is 

today. Did Jesus think, “Lots of people in the world get divorced, that’s just the way it is, divorce is right!” 

“Lots of airplanes around me have no tailfins, so airplanes don’t have tailfins?” No Jesus went back to Genesis 

1-2 and said this: “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard (you’re a fallen 

creature). But it was not this way from the beginning.” (Matthew 19:8) 

  

If you want to know what’s right, if you want to know the way God made you to be, don’t look at what's 

happening around you in a fallen world, go back to Eden, where you can discover God’s plan. 

  

That is a lot of doctrine for one Sunday morning: 

  

1. We have been created by God in a certain way (that’s Genesis 1-2) 

2. We have all been messed up by The Fall (that’s Genesis 3) 

3. We must take our cue for “what should be” from Genesis 1-2 not from “what now is”, Genesis 3.  

  

A couple of Thursdays ago, on Thursday 29th August, I got a couple of texts from one of those PPI companies, 

I have no idea how they got hold of my number! “Today is the deadline”, “Don’t put it off.” “Claim today.” So I 

thought, “I’ve got nothing to lose. Yvonne and I don’t take out loans if we can help it, but who knows.” So I 

filled the form in online. That night I dreamed of being a millionaire in the morning! But the next day I learn 

that I hadn’t filled in the form correctly, the deadline was absolute, there was and is no second chance: I will 

never get PPI! (It’s OK!)  

  

The Bible says that the free offer of God’s salvation has a run-out time, the moment of our death (or the 

return of Jesus Christ) “Man is appointed to die once, and after that to face judgement.” (Hebrews 9:27) In 
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other words, after we die there are no second chances. Are you ready for the moment when you pass from 

this world to the next? Are you sure? Have you filled in the form properly? You ask “how do I do that?” That 

solemn verse in Hebrews 9 goes on like this: “Just as man is destined to die once and after that to face 

judgement, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people.”  To fill in the form correctly, 

go to heaven, we must simply believe that Christ was sacrificed to take away our sins. And when we believe in 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, we can look to the future with bright hope: 

 

There is a hope that stands the test of time, 

That lifts my eyes beyond the beckoning grave, 

To see the matchless beauty of a day divine 

When I behold His face! 

When sufferings cease and sorrows die, 

And every longing satisfied. 

Then joy unspeakable will flood my soul, 

For I am truly home. 

  

  

  


