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God’s Blueprint for Mankind 

  
Created Male and Female 

22nd September 2019 

Genesis 2  

Preacher: Pastor Roy Summers 

  

Introduction: Downton Abbey 
  

A couple of weeks ago, Yvonne and I went to see the film “Downton Abbey” with friends. We had 

watched some of the TV series, so we enjoyed meeting the old familiar characters again, and 

listening to the amusing banter and one-liners in this film.   
  
Woven into the film was a prominent homosexual plotline which included a scene of men dancing 

together in a gay bar, a raid on that bar where the police called the men nasty names, and a scene 

with two men kissing. 
  
How should a follower of Jesus respond if they found themselves accidently watching scenes like 

that? (We had no idea that there was a major gay subplot in the film). What is a Christian response to 

homosexuality?  Let me give you five things that went on in my head and in my heart during and after 

the film, five things that together constitute a Christian response to homosexuality. 
 
(1) I asked myself: Is this part of a liberal plot to make homosexuality acceptable? That’s the 

first question that came to my mind, because although Downton Abbey has had small gay subplots 

before—these were never as prominent as in the film. And with a mainly older “traditional thinking” 

audience, the film was the ideal place to promote homosexuality. Is that what was going on?  
  

 (You and I need to be aware that there is a liberal elite in the media who are intent on promoting 

their values, and especially in the BBC, which is by far the most influential institution in the UK. 92% 

adult population use the BBC every week, 80% of UK adults consume BBC news every week. 

According to Robin Aitken, who worked for the BBC for some 25 years, “The BBC has closed down 

debate on many issues… like abortion, divorce and gay rights..” (208, The Noble Liar)) 

 
(2) We must not judge the world The second response is to remember that it is God’s task, not our 

task, to judge people, the world, Paul “What business is it mine to judge those outside the church? 

...God will judge those outside.” (1 Cor 5:12-13) It’s not our task to be judgemental towards anyone, 

we are not to insult, belittle anyone; besides who is innocent of sexual sin, if not in practice then in 

thought (which Jesus said is also sinful, because God sees it?) Let him who has no sin, and only him, 
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cast the first stone.   
 
 (3) We must love all lost people. Instead of judging people, God calls us to love the lost, no matter 
who they are, for “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the (not some but all!) lost.” (Luke 
19:10). The church should be the place where our country’s unhappy children and uncertain adults 

find redemption and healing from the sexual and gender confusion and lies of our culture. Paul lists a 
whole bunch of sinful lifestyles, from idolatry to slander and then explains how the Gospel rescued 
those people, “And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you 
were justified on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Corinthians 6:11) 
  
We are called to love everyone. Just because Christians believe homosexuality is wrong doesn't 
mean they hate homosexuals. Exactly the opposite is true.  

  
(4)  We should “condemn” all kinds of sexual sin . While we are never to condemn people, we 
must condemn sin, and when it comes to sexual sin, we should recognise that every form of sex 
outside of the marriage of one man and one woman is sinful. Pornography is wrong, fornication is 
wrong, adultery is wrong. We must not isolate one while overlook others, remembering all the time, 
that God in his mercy and grace is able to forgive and cleanse us from all sin. 
  
When I saw two men kissing on the film, I have to admit that I was repelled; I had to turn away when I 
saw men dancing with men. Was that a Christian response?  Yes, because in the fifth place,  

  
(5) We note that homosexual sin is especially wicke d because it is unnatural. Fornication and 
adultery are both wrong, but they are “natural acts” for God has made a man for a woman and a 
woman for a man; but homosexual practice, is against nature. Listen to Paul: “God gave them over to 
shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. In the same way 
the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another.” 
(Romans 1:26-27) 
  
Can you grade sins, someone is asking, this sin more heinous than others? While all sin is sinful, in 
Romans 1, Paul teaches that a key mark of a culture or people group that has turned away from God 
is when they turn from what is so obviously natural relationships—heterosexual ones —to what is so 
obviously unnatural ones, such as homosexual practice. They are turning away from common sense, 

from what is so obvious. The Roman world always recognised homosexuality as wrong and shameful 
(see Kyle Harper’s book, From Shame to Sin), even though they practised it.  

  
So, because a man and a man or a woman and a woman is unnatural, it is understandable that such 
relationships generate a genuine sense of unease, and discomfort and even disgust – among many 
people.  
  
This September we are considering together the issues of gender and sexuality and roles between 
men and women in Christian marriage and the church. This is an unusual series of sermons; we are 
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not shying away from truth because the patient is ill and needs strong medicine. Our culture, and now 
even the church, is being infected by lies about gender, sexuality and more lies about the roles 
between men and women, so we can’t sweep these things under the carpet any longer, and so for 
just the four Sunday sermons during September and  the home groups during this month we are 
considering God’s Blueprint for Mankind.  
  
Today we are considering the wonderful design of our Creator in making humankind male and 
female. What we are teaching is the historic teaching of orthodox Christianity for 2000 years, the 
teaching of the Bible, the word of Christ. Today, from Genesis 2, we learn three vital truths, first:  

 
 (1) Created for human relationships  

  
God created Adam out of the ground and breathed life into him, so that he became a “living being” - 
that means both body and soul. He also put him in a wonderful garden. Then look what God says, “It 
is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” (v.18). So far in Genesis 1 
and Genesis 2 God has been saying again and again about his work, “this is good” and even “this is 
very good” (1:31). But now God has found something, just one thing that is not good! What is it? 
Adam is on his own. Loneliness is the one not good thing in his creation, so God has to put that right. 

  
But this statement, brothers and sisters, “it is not good for the man to be alone” is a fundamental 
declaration about the human condition: You and I have been created for deep human friendships: we 
can’t make it on our own, we have been made for deep, loving, trusting, human friendships, “It is not 
good for the man (or a woman) to be alone.” 
  
I have known Christians who say that all they need to do is read the Bible and pray; God is all they 

need; but the Bible isn’t that religious! Adam has a perfect relationship with God—and still he needed 
human companionship! 
  
Why? Because Adam was made in the image of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit! God, if I 
may say this without misunderstanding, is a social being! God the Father God the Son, God the Holy 
Spirit, all in loving supportive, communion with each other. And since we are made in his image we 
are social creatures who need others!  The Bible is full of examples of friendship! 
  
David of Old Testament fame forged a close friendship with Jonathan, companionship, protection, 
strengthening. So close, that after Jonathan died David lamented: “I grieve for you, Jonathan my 
brother; you were very dear to me. Your love for me was wonderful, more wonderful than that of 
women. (2 Samuel 1;26). It’s possible for two men to have a healthy platonic friendship.  

  
When Jesus began his ministry, what was the first thing he did? He was going to leave the 
companionship of his family in Nazareth, he was not going to marry, so where is he going to get that 
friendship from?  “Jesus appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with him 
and that he might send them out to preach..” (Mark 3:14) Jesus knew he needed human friends, so 
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he surrounded himself with Twelve, start, and with three especially, Peter, James and John, and 
even I believe, one best friend, John, who was, listen to these words, “the disciple whom Jesus loved, 
was reclining next to him.” (Jn 13:23) 
 
When Jesus sent out the 12 disciples he sent them out two by two, because one would need the 
other, and wherever Paul went on his missionary journeys he always surrounded himself with a 
crowd of friends and helpers! 
 
Do you have at least one person in your life who you are close to? The ideal, yes, is a marriage 
partner, but if you can’t find one, or if God has called you to singleness, make sure you have close 
friends.  

  
Vaughan Roberts is the godly pastor of a church in Oxford. (He’s an Anglican, but we can forgive him 
for that!)  He has never married because he finds himself same-sex attracted, but is determined to 
live a celibate life. A few years ago he wrote True Friendship, because he realised that he needed to 
cultivate them. Can I ask you, have you got close friends? What are you going to do about it? Can I 
urge you to take time out to make friends? God has made you for close friendships.  

  
(2) Created sexual beings  

  
What do we read next? Well, God paraded all the animals in front of Adam for him to name. 
According to Bob Dylan, this is how it went: 
  
He saw an animal that liked to growl 
Big furry paws and he liked to howl 
Great big furry back and furry hair 
“Ah, think I’ll call it a bear”  
 
He saw an animal that liked to snort 
Horns on his head and they weren’t too short 
It looked like there wasn’t nothin’ that he couldn’t pull 
“Ah, think I’ll call it a bull”  
  
But there was another reason God displayed all the animals to pass in front of Adam—and that was 
for him to see that none of them could meet his need for companionship, “But for Adam no suitable 
helper was found.” (20b) And so God made this amazing creature called woman! 

  
“So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of 

the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from the 
rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The man said, “This is now bone of 
my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” That is 
why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh. Adam 
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and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.” 

  
The ideal lifetime partner, the ideal solution to the problem of loneliness is a marriage partner, which 
in the Bible is always and only means a husband if you are a woman or a wife if you are a man.  
 
We notice two points here: 

  
(a) God has created us male or female 
God created Adam as a male and Eve as a female. In Christian doctrine there are only two genders, 
male and female. Genesis 1:27. In gender theory, which is a great web of lies, you have at least three 
identities which can all operate separately:  biological sex, gender, and then sexual orientation, and 
you have to decide what you are for each one of those, and they can be all different (even the first if 
you so chose!) So you can be biologically a man, yet choose the gender of a woman, and then 
choose same sex orientation. Such puddled thinking is nothing short of a poisonous non-scientific lie. 
In Christian doctrine all three of those align together, biological sex, gender and sexual orientation 
are all one, and are based on how God created us: biological sex. Gender is not something detached 
form the body God has given us, and nor is sexual orientation; all three are one and the same. 
  
Because we are fallen creatures, gender and sexuality have been tragically messed up and confused 
in different ways in all of us, but that does not undermine the truth that God has made us male or 
female. Male and female have been made gloriously different from one another in every way. Paula 
Johnson is an America doctor, not a believer, as far as I am aware, but after her grandmother 
descended into a depression from which she never re-emerged, Paula gave herself to medicine 
founded upon the differences between men and women:  “Today, we know that women are 70 
percent more likely to experience depression over their lifetimes compared with men.  Today, we 
know that every cell has a sex. Now, that's a term coined by the Institute of Medicine. And what it 
means is that men and women are different down to the cellular and molecular levels. It means that 
we're different across all of our organs. From our brains to our hearts, our lungs, our joints.” 
  
If the gender revolution taking place troubles you and you want to read more, Vaughan Roberts has 
also written a book, Transgender, there are two in the library, if you want to explore this issue further.   

 
(b) God has created us sexual creatures 
The other point here is that we’ve been created as sexual creatures, “For this reason a man will leave 
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” (2:24) (talking 
about sexual union, and also the greater union of heart and mind and friendship and purpose and 
life.)  

  
We must not suppress this fact, or be embarrassed by it, that we are sexual creatures, with sexual 
desires—that is how God has made us. We must embrace this design and be led by the Scriptures 
how to respond to it, single truth: Sex is to be confined to marriage, one man, one woman. So 
fornication (sex before marriage) and adultery (sex outside of marriage) and homosexual activity and 
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pornography are not right nor good for us.  
  
The American college of Paediatricians said in 2016: “The availability and use of pornography has 
become almost ubiquitous among adults and adolescents. Consumption of pornography is 
associated with many negative emotional, psychological and physical health outcomes. These 
include increased rates of depression, anxiety, acting out violent behaviour, younger age of sexual 
activity, sexual promiscuity; increased risk of teen pregnancy, and a distorted view of relationships 

between men and women. For adults, pornography results in an increased likelihood of divorce which 
is also harmful to children.” (The Noble Lie, p. 148) 

  
Vaughan Roberts has also written a book on pornography, The Porn Problem, for anyone here 
struggling with the issue—let’s be open about these things, the statistics say that many Christians 
struggle with porn.  Don’t battle on your own these issues, seek a close friend to help you and pray 
with you. 
  
If you don’t have the gift of singleness, the ability to live a celibate life, find a husband or wife. “If they 
cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with passion” (1 
Corinthians 7:9) 
  
Let’s help each other sympathetically work through some of these issues in our home groups this 
week. There are lots of lose ends in the sermon, come to ask me, or ask them in the home groups. 
  
One more brief point: 

  
(3)  Created male and female to reflect the love of Christ  

  
Stamped into God’s Blueprint for marriage was a high and wonderful divine mystery. “For this reason 
a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. 
This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church.” (Ephesians 5:31) 

  
As husbands love their wives in a sacrificial way—willing to give up what they rightly deserve—they 
reflect the cross-shaped love of Jesus Christ for his people, for the church, for “Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her to make her holy.” He willingly gave up the splendour of heaven 

for the grime of earth, so that he could lift us to the heights of his throne. 
  
And as wives respectfully, submit to their husbands, they reflect the loving obedience of every 
Christian man, woman, boy and girl to Jesus, who deserves our obedience and love. 
  
For a long time now, I have been asking this question: is the present attack on the church, a Gospel 
attack? Is the attack we are receiving from these issues: sexuality and gender and order between the 
sexes, a Gospel attack, or is it a side-show? And this week, as I realised again, the mystery at the 
heart of every marriage, I realised that it is a Gospel Issue.  For wherever the marriage between one 
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man and one woman for life is attacked, the Gospel is being attacked, because marriage is 
engineered, designed by God to reflect the eternal love of Christ for his people, and the loving 
response of his people to Christ. 
  
  


